To: Baldwinsville Foreign Language Students and their Parents/Guardians
From: Baldwinsville LOTE (Languages other than English) Department

Re: The Use of Electronic Translators

The Baldwinsville LOTE Department would like to inform you of the following policy that affects all foreign language students:

The use of an electronic translator for foreign language assignments graded or otherwise, is forbidden.  The consequence for using such an electronic translator on an assignment is receiving a grade of zero for that assignment. 

This policy has been designed in the best interest of all foreign language students for the reasons outlined below:

1. The purpose of the assignments is for students to have controlled practice with the concepts that they are learning in class. Electronic translators take away the opportunity for students to improve their skills through practice.

2. The practice that students receive from assignments is intended to prepare them for later examinations. The use of an electronic translator will leave students ill-prepared for these exams.

3. Electronic translators do not have a human brain and cannot see words in context. Not only do they frequently lead students to unintended meanings, but also students often cannot understand what the electronic translators have created.

4. A primary goal of foreign language study is for students to develop the ability to communicate in the foreign language. Electronic translators deny them the opportunity to develop this ability.

Please discuss this policy seriously, sign below, and return this sheet to the foreign language teacher.

I understand the Baldwinsville LOTE Department’s policy forbidding the use of electronic translators for assigned work, and I understand the consequences of failing to abide by this policy.
_____________________________

_____________________________

Student signature



Parent/Guardian signature

