Discussion Day, Français IV

Step One: Graphic Organizer

Discussion Day this year begins as it did last year, with a graphic organizer.  The purpose of this outline is to allow you time to brainstorm ideas on the topic on which you will write in class, as well as a check for me to make sure that your ideas are appropriate.  While it may contain more ideas than you may actually use, it may not be in the complete sentences as the actual writing of the paragraph must be in class.

Step Two: Brouillon

The brouillon (rough draft) will be written in class on carbonless paper and must be completed during the class period (no problem if you have done your graphic organizer well).  You will leave the second (yellow sheet) in class.

Step Three: First typed version

That evening, you will type whatever you have written on the brouillon. If you do not have a computer at home, you may use one in the computer lab, the one in my room (after school), go to the public library or to a friend’s (always save your document for future rewrites). While all discussion day essays must be typed, I would appreciate any student who does not have a computer at home to speak to me, so that I am aware of the challenges this may present. There is to be no editing of the text and no additions. However, the use of spell/grammar checks is authorized as long as you highlight those changes on the brouillon.  For example, if your spell-check indicates a misspelling of “beacoup”, correct the spelling to “beaucoup” and highlight the error on your handwritten brouillon.  Please know that if you do not have a spell-check on your computer, you will not be penalized. The next day in class, you must submit the typed copy, the brouillon, the graphic organizer, the codes for errors, and the directions sheet completed in pencil.
The formatting of this version is very important. Failure to follow directions will result in papers being returned for resubmission and points lost.

Your margins must be set at 1” all around, your font must be Times, and your font size must be 14. Set the spacing at double and then add an additional space between each line (not each sentence, EACH line).  Your errors will be coded and I need lots of room for notes.  

Your heading is as follows:
M/Mlle NOM Prénom





date (le jour/mois/année)
Français IV







DDnº__, Mots: ______

Title underlined

For the word count, highlight the text, pull down the “Tools” menu and select word count.

The sentences of your discussion are always numbered for ease in reference; it is never in paragraph form. Please follow the directions for word and sentence count for each DD as both are important.
Accents must be done on the computer. Directions are as follows or you can use “Insert – Symbol”:
é 
= 
Ctrl and apostrophe + e = é

è/à =   
Ctrl and accent grave (upper left corner, left of number 1) + e/a 
î/ô  =  
Ctrl and shift and 6 + i/o 
ç  
=  
Ctrl and comma + c 

ë/ï  =   
Ctrl and shift and colon (:) + e/i 
To set your spell/grammar check, go to the Tools Menu and choose: Language/ Set Language/ French (France)/ Default/ Yes/ OK.   To use your spell/grammar check, go to: Tools/Spelling
For each Discussion Day, there are always grammatical requirements such as an object pronoun.  The sentences (or clauses) containing these requirements should be bolded (en gras).
Step Four: corrected version

You will have several days to correct all coded errors and make all the changes that I have noted on your first version. You may use a dictionary (careful with on-line dictionaries, they are generally not very good) and a verb book (the on-line verb conjugators are not bad), and you certainly can see me after school.  No other help is authorized (friends in advanced classes, parents with some knowledge of French) as you will lose 10 points per uncorrected/unchanged error about which someone else may have ill-advised you.  This version must be in an identical format as the original version as I grade it side by side to the original and do not penalize you for errors that I overlooked. In addition, as you correct your errors, please complete the reflection sheet noting errors that you would like to avoid in the future. This is a list, not in complete sentences.  For example, if you thought that the word for house was masculine, simply write: LA maison to remind yourself next time that it is feminine. You must submit in class the typed corrected version, the typed original version, the brouillon, the graphic organizer, and the reflection sheet.

Step Five: final version and in-class discussion

On the day of Discussion Day, you must submit a final version with any remaining changes which I had noted on the corrected version.  This version however is on one single page. As Discussion Day paragraphs get longer, the spacing, not the font gets smaller! You must submit in class this final copy along with the typed corrected version, the typed original version, the brouillon, and the graphic organizer.
You will DISCUSS the topic, and though you need not memorize your paragraph as you did in French Three and will not be writing it in class from memory, you must be able to discuss it well.  You will receive an oral/participation grade, based on peer-grading or teacher-grading by placing a tape recorder in each group.
