Dear Students of French Four and their parents,

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to my class this year.  My name is Madame Guillet and I have had the privilege of teaching at Baker High School since 1988.  I received an undergraduate education at Goucher College in Baltimore, Maryland (at the time a women's college associated with Johns Hopkins University) where I studied French, Latin, and Spanish, and a graduate education in French Literature at Columbia University in New York City.  I also studied at the Université de Provence in Aix-en-Provence and at the Université Cheikh Anta Diop in Dakar, Senegal.  Before coming to Syracuse, I taught in Versailles and at the Lycée Français de New York and spent ten years at home with my children. This year, I will be teaching French Four in addition to French III, French V, and Advanced Placement French.

As the expectations of each year are increasingly higher, it is quite natural as the year begins for you to find the work more demanding than you remembered.  It is in the hope of relieving some of those first days' jitters that I write this.  I do hope that if you are experiencing any anxiety you will come and speak to me after school. While my classroom agenda is carefully planned, I always am delighted to work with individual students at a more relaxed pace after school. I remain at school quite late but can be reached at home at 638-8332 and by email at: AGuillet@bville.org or anguillet@yahoo.fr. In addition, my seniors are delighted to peer mentor you throughout the year. Having just completed the course in June, they are an excellent resource.
You will immediately notice the almost exclusive use of French in the classroom.  While it is normal to find this frustrating at first, please know that this method is not designed to make you nervous; it is simply extremely effective.  Even though my choice of vocabulary and speed of speech are adjusted to your level, you need to develop keen listening skills -- which you will very quickly.  If you did well in previous years, you will do well this year. Instead of worrying about not understanding EVERYTHING, simply listen to what you are being asked to do; I always give examples.  If on the other hand, you somehow managed to pass and did very little work in the past, please know that this is simply IMPOSSIBLE in this course.  I rarely have any students who do not do 100% of their homework.

As this course is considered a preparation course for Advanced Placement French, it is weighted as an honors course, and as such, it requires a certain effort and commitment.  While the material varies each week, there is a certain routine. Although the pace is fast and we do work every minute of every day, once the tone and routine are set, it is a great class that I enjoy teaching very much.  It is a course which allows you to put together all that you have learned at the Regents level and to communicate effectively in all four areas of language acquisition: speaking, listening, reading and writing.

While I am committed to the Communicative Approach as mandated by Checkpoint C of the Board of Regents, I will be doing intensive work in tenses and grammar, and weekly work with irregular verbs.  Each week you will do an exercise on one new verb.  For the quiz, you will have to write the verb perfectly.  This quiz is graded 100% or 0%.  Irregular verbs must be learned in all six forms.  If you get a zero, you have one day to re-do the quiz for a 100%.  There is no excuse for a zero.  There are weekly le/la quizzes where BOTH the le/la and the English must be correct for any credit.  Vocabulary is quizzed weekly as well.  The vocabulary word must be spelled perfectly for any credit. I usually give one more word than is counted and allow you to cross out one word of your choice.  If you have a particular problem with vocabulary or spelling, I highly recommend making flash cards with the word on the front, and the definition and English on the back.  Discussion Days continue this year and must be typed after the first two.  If you do not have a computer at home, you may use the computers in the library or the one in my room after school.
Homework is assigned Monday through Thursday; an assignment sheet is passed back each Monday.  The homework grade is simply a percentage of completed assignments.  As the evening's assignment is most usually preparation for the 
following lesson, no credit can be given to late assignments, though I am happy to look over and correct it. If you are absent during the week, please check your assignment sheet as all homework is due upon your return.  If you are out on Monday, you should make sure that you are prepared for Tuesday's class.  Assignment sheets can be given out before the weekend, if you know that you will be out the following week or will be exceptionally busy.

Each time you participate in class, you receive a point.  At the end of two weeks, you receive an oral grade -- as well as a new seat (you move back one seat, then to the first seat of the next row).  Because of the oral nature of our work, absences will affect your participation grade.  Your oral grade this year is based not only on the number of times you volunteer an answer, but also on your use of French in the classroom.  This means that as soon as you enter the room, you should be speaking only French -- to me (a Bonjour Madame/Au revoir, Madame is a must!) and to your classmates.
Just before Christmas, we will be beginning a six-week study of French art.  You will be given the name of an artist and will spend the next two months creating an alphabet book of his life and work.  While it does require a great deal of work, it is probably one of the most worthwhile projects you will produce at Baker.  The details of the project and a letter home will be distributed before Christmas vacation. 
We are very proud to have a chapter of the American Association of Teachers of French Société Honoraire de Français in this school.  It is the highest honor for high school students of French.  Induction is held in May, but you need to think about it now so that you can fulfill the requirements: tutoring a French Three student once (sessions are held on Wednesday after school throughout first quarter), participation in our French Club, Le Cercle Français and an average of 90.
Every other year, my husband and I take a group of students to France. Our next trip is scheduled for April 2009.  If you are interested, please see me.
The Building Planning Team of the Baker faculty spent much time surveying, discussing, and drafting proposals concerning academic ethics.  Cheating, in this highly technical world, is becoming an increasing problem, and it needs to be clearly understood what it means.  It is simply the unauthorized giving and receiving assistance on tests, quizzes, essays, and homework assignments. The cheater is therefore BOTH the one who is giving and the one receiving the assistance.  In the past, I have often dealt with this with the student, but please be aware that any instance of cheating will now be handled through In-School Planning, will become part of the student's permanent record, and may jeopardize chances for scholarships and induction into National Honor Society and French Honor Society.  For tomorrow, you will be signing a contract for the Foreign Language Department concerning the use of unauthorized electronic devices; it will be counted as a homework assignment.  I am also delighted to have several siblings of former students, and I will need to speak to you concerning the improper use of any portfolios.

While this course does require time and effort, it is one which can give you a tremendous satisfaction of learning a lot about French language and culture and of developing a sense of personal responsibility.  I recall a comment on the end of the year evaluation that the student looked forward to class as everyday was special.  While I am sure that this was not unanimously felt by all members of the class (!), please know this that is EXACTLY what I strive for.  
I look forward to getting to know you or of having you in class again.  Please sign below and return the bottom portion; it will count as a homework assignment.
Madame Guillet
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