Voyage au Québec 2010

Parents Meeting, Wednesday, June 3, 2009
Au Canada, terre de nos aïeux!
Bienvenue! Welcome to all of my returning parents and the siblings of those students who have traveled to France and/or Québec with us on one of our previous trips; to parents and students who have already decided to participate; and to parents and students who are truly undecided. 
In 1990, my husband and I led our first trip to France. Two years ago, several students who had travelled with us to France in 2007, came to me to ask if we would organize a trip to Quebec. We felt that it was an excellent compliment to the European trip in alternate years, offering the students the opportunity of visiting a nearby francophone country at a fraction of the cost. And so, we now do a trip every year – this is our third this year, after New York City in December and France this spring. NO TRIP is a small trip, and it has been an exciting and hectic year.
Many of the seniors who travelled to France in April accompanied us on that first Quebec trip last year. Although right now the memory of last month’s trip is fresh in my mind, I must say that before we left, I was worried. They had had such a wonderful time in Quebec, I was anxious that they would be disappointed with France. The four days in Quebec was THAT GOOD!

So in response to the question: “Why go to Québec?” I offer this answer: “Why not?!” Why study French in high school if you are never put in the situation to use it?! For most of the seniors who have kindly volunteered to come here tonight to talk to you about their experience in 2008, it was their first time in a francophone country and quite an eye-opener about how well they could and could not express themselves in French. It’s not a Regents Exam, it’s REAL! Shortly after the 2008 trip, I received a note from one of the parents: “While we could have taken her there, we could never have shown her the French side of it. Nor could we have helped her understand the French culture.”
This is the only parent-student meeting that we will have, and so I have prepared a handout with more information than I will be covering this evening to read at your leisure. For those of you who may not know me or who may not be familiar with the trips to France that my husband and I have led in 1990, 1994, 1996, 1999, 2001, 2003, 2005, 2007, 2009, Quebec in 2008, and New York City in 2008, I have included some comments from former participants and parents to reassure you as you make your decision to allow your child to leave the country with us.
Nate Kester, BHS 2001, Geneseo 2006,who accompanied us on both the 1999 and 2001 trips to France, wrote to the Board: There are few people I know outside of my family members whom I would trust to keep me safe anywhere in the world.  Madame Guillet is one of them.  She is incredibly organized and, right now, has 15 different solutions to a problem that won’t come up until next week, if at all.  She knows exactly what she’s doing, and refuses to take garbage from anyone.  (He knows; he tried!)  These valuable traits, coupled with the wonderful crew she had on both trips I was lucky enough to have been a part of, makes for a person I will always have the utmost respect for, as well as one whom I will always trust.  I would go anywhere in the world with Madame Guillet.  That is how strongly I believe in her.
Donald Cooper, whose children Katie (1996) and Chris (2001) accompanied us to France spoke to the Board: Major point # 1.  So I am telling you that among all the things Katie and Chris did here during their time here at Baker High, their trip to France clearly stands out as one of the most influential both from qualifying them to grow as well as providing them  the confidence in themselves so they sought after more growth.. Major point # 2.  On the planet, there are no people I would rather have my own children go to France with than Abbe and Dominique.  Their knowledge and ability to cope with anything here, on the way and in France has been proven time and again. Major point # 3.  So when someone not from here asks me about the quality of education here in Baldwinsville, NY, I stand proudly and talk about the quality of the administration, staff and educators.  I talk about the great academics, sports and extracurricular activities here, and I talk about the truly world class international experiences in the foreign language department that have set my children apart from the rest. In summary, this one event, the trip to France, sets the school apart from the rest and prepares the students for life.  Donald Cooper, Program Manager, AN/SQQ-89 Advanced Programs, Lockheed Martin
Mike Yamaguchi, BHS 1995, Cornell 1999, who was part of our 1996 trip and a chaperone on the 2007 and 2009 trips to France and the 2008 Quebec trip, wrote: For as our grammar and vocabulary improved, I noticed that we were also learning to acknowledge and appreciate cultures other than our own, to view America as a member of a larger global community, to become globally-minded citizens.  Turning out young adults who are globally aware and sensitive to the presence and importance of foreign cultures should be one of the fundamental educational goals of any school district in the 21st century.  This is only more so in a world with terrorist zealots and wars of religion, since the citizens and leaders of tomorrow will need to possess this level of global awareness in order to help America in its stand against terrorism and in its quest for peace.
Laura Varacchi, BHS 1994, Carnegie-Mellon 1998, a graphic artist who was a student on our 1994 trip wrote:

I am in full support of the importance and benefits of Madame Guillet’s unique trip for students to France.  The curriculum that she takes her students through is rich because in its solid language and grammar background there is woven cultural lessons forming a well-rounded impression of France: its history, art, cuisine, and modern society.  This impression is so strong that students are able to carry the language with them for many years even after they stop taking language classes.  As many higher education systems demonstrate however, classroom learning only takes one so far.  Practical experiences are invaluable, making the lessons come to life for the student. This life-changing experience is the great importance of her trips into the French landscape, staying a part of a student's mental library for life.  And of course the language! In my one-week introduction to France my speaking skills increased 4-fold. Being surrounded by the sounds of the native tongue, students quickly adjust to their accents and absorb the colloquial expressions in a way that could never be duplicated in the classroom.  I have just returned from spending a year at the University of Milan, Italy. I feel proof of the lasting positive impact of Madame Guillet and her trip to France.  It was my first introduction to foreign travel and it planted a seed that has led me back many times and enriched my life in an immeasurable way. 

Perhaps my favorite comment was made by, Rochele Clark, in a phone conversation with her daughter, Lauren, who had been quite ill the first three days during our 2007 trip to France: “I wasn’t worried because I knew that you were with M. and Madame Guillet..” 
And why do we do this trip?

Please know that I receive no compensation for organizing and accompanying any of the trips; my husband takes unpaid time off from his job as a pharmacist. Yet, it will be a privilege to accompany your children on this trip as it has been with the 275 children with whom we have shared 96 days.
I do this trip because of a lesson that I try to teach my students.  Throughout my years at Baker High School, I have had the privilege of teaching the most gifted students in our district.  I would like them to understand that the more talented they are simply means that a time will come when they will have the responsibility to give back and to make this world a better place. My husband and I do this trip because circumstances in our own life have given us certain advantages, and this is our way of giving back to the community where we work, where we have made our home and raised our children, and where we have been very happy. Simply put, we do this trip because we do it well. I guarantee all who entrust me with their children that I will not take your confidence lightly. I guarantee you that I will do everything within my power to ensure the safety of your children. And while, the trip is indeed educational, we both want everyone to have a lot of fun! We are committed to these goals, as is anyone who may accompany us as additional chaperones.
Purpose of this trip: 
This trip has been custom designed for us to give the students an introduction to Quebec history and to give them the opportunity to speak French with native speakers. The itinerary is jam-packed, and our 2008 trip with Jumpstreet Tours was flawless. We all came to understand, admire, and love this proud people.
Itinerary and dates: Our four day trip departs in the morning of Thursday, March 18 (missing school that day), and we will return late Sunday evening, March 21. You will be expected to be in school on Monday.
Student should understand the following important points:
-This is a cultural, not a shopping trip!
-This is not a fashion show. A packing list will be provided; suitcases must be small and you must dress for warmth. Please see the responses to the 2008 Post-trip Student Question which is included.
-This a Board of Education approved trip and that all school rules do apply. This applies to the use of drugs and tobacco and consumption of any alcoholic beverages. In addition, it is most important to review the guidelines for accepting students that have been established for each trip. You will be signing a student conduct. 
Crossing the Border:

As of June 1, 2009, new regulations for entry into the US from Canada are in effect. You can go to the website: www.getyouhome.gov for the latest information. Here is the statement of June 1 as it applies to U.S. citizens, in “special groups” such as ours.
Groups of Children: Beginning June 1, 2009, U.S. and Canadian citizen children under age 19 arriving by land or sea from contiguous territory and traveling with a school group, religious group, social or cultural organization, or sports team, may also present an original or copy of his or her birth certificate, a Consular Report of Birth Abroad, a Naturalization Certificate, or a Canadian Citizenship Card. 

The group should be prepared to present a letter on organizational letterhead with the following information:

· The name of the group and supervising adult,

· A list of the children on the trip, and the primary address, phone number, date of birth, place of birth, and name of at least one parent or legal guardian for each child,

· A written and signed statement of the supervising adult certifying that he or she has obtained parental or legal guardian consent for each participating child.

I do not feel comfortable with photocopies of birth certificates, and so one month prior to our trip, I will ask you to submit the original, raised seal birth certificate. During our 2008 trip, we were required to leave the bus and each student was asked to furnish proof of identity and citizenship. It went very smoothly, but only because I had prepared a notebook with page protectors for each student. 

Finally, if you have a passport, it makes everything that much simpler. If you are over 16, consider getting one. The post office and both the Town Hall of Lysander and Van Buren process them; it is really not a complicated process. Besides, then you’ll be ready for France 2011!
Program Fee
$549 *based on 50 participants (maximum)
$565 *based on 45 participants 
$595 *based on 40 participants 
$635 *based on 35 participants 
$669 *based on 30 participants 
$729 *based on 25 participants 
$829 *based on 20 participants 
*The fee includes: land transportation, hotel with quadruple occupancy, breakfast and dinner, tour guides, full-time courier, entrance to all sites and a $70 cancellation fee as required by the school district.
What is not included:

· Lunches ($10 – for lots of poutine!) and spending money. Jumpstreet recommends that students bring $100. We will be converting to Canadian dollars before we leave. I will need a parent to take care of this for us.

· Tips to the guide, bus driver, and chambermaids as well as a long-sleeved tee-shirt - $45
Your first payment of $200 will guarantee your program fee; balance is due in early January. The checks will be payable to France Travel, the district account for my students. They will then issue one check to Jumpstreet Tours. (France travelers: note that this is very different than the way that ACIS works)
What’s next? 
If you decide that you would like to travel with us, please see the instructions on the bottom of the student application. Group size is limited to 50 students, I will accept applications up to this number and then take names and create a waiting list. Priority will be given to current juniors and French Club members, but only if the application is submitted by June 15. Please know that before I mail any payment to Jumpstreet, I will advise parents of the exact program fee, allowing them the possibility of declining and having all checks returned. If there is room, applications will be accepted during the 2009-2010 school year, though the program fee will most probably be higher.
Questions? Merci d’être venus ce soir!
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